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The  Assassination 

of 
Abraham  Lincoln 


Catafalque 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 


From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 
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Architect   Henry  Lord  Gay  of  San   Diego   Recalls   His 
Unique    Experience 


Interesting  reminiscences  of  the 
final  funcJral  ceremonies  held  over 
the  body  of  Abraham  Lincoln  in  Chi- 
cago are  recalled  by  Henry  Lord  Gay, 
the  well-known  local  architect,  by 
the  interest  manifested  throughout 
the  country  in  the  celebration  of  the 
one-hundredth  anniversary  of  the 
great  emancipator's  birthday,  Mr. 
Gay  was  the  designer  of  the  cata- 
falque under  which  the  body  of 
Lincoln  rested  in  state  while  in  Chi- 
cago. 

"The  approaching  anniversary  of 
Lincoln's  birthday,  which  will  be  uni- 
versally honored  throughout  the 
country,  is  arousing  more  than  usual 
interest  in  the  event,"  said  Mr.  Gay 
last  night.  "As  my  former  home  in 
Chicago  there,  is  to  be  a  large  demon- 
stration, while  in  almost  every  town 
there  is  to  be  special  services  and 
gatherings.  The  interest  created  at 
this  time  recalls  to  my  mind  my  ex- 
perience at  1 1n-,  (inal  obsequies  of 
Lincoln. 

"I  was  a  young  draftsman  in  the 
office  of  John  1V1.  Van  Osdel,  archi- 
tect, at  the  time  of  the  assassination 
of  the  president.  A  citizens'  organi- 
zation had  charge  of  the  prepara- 
tion for  the  funeral  ceremonies  when 
the  body  should  pass  through  Chi- 
cago. Every  civic  and  military  or- 
ganization within  a  radius  of  many 
miles  came  to  Chicago,  and  in  the 
funeral  procession  about  5U.000  were 
In  line. 
Hurry   Order   for  Catafalque 

"The  body  was  to  rest  in  the  ro- 
tunda of  the  court  house,  and  only 
within  three  days  of  the  time  set  for 
the  funeral  had  it  occurred  to  the 
committee  that  nothing  definite  had 
been  arranged  to  prepare  a  suitable 
catafalque  for  the  occasion.  A  rep- 
resentative of  the  committee  rushed 
into  Mr.  Van  Osdel's  office  to  place 
the  responsibility  on  his  shoulders 
to   have   this  structure   ready  in   time. 

"1  was  called  in,  as  a  designer,  t<> 
see  what  could  be  done  in  such  short 
time.  We  were  having  some  columns 
made  of  a  light  pattern  for  a  special 
purpose,  which  had  in  relief  an  ivy 
vine  twining  up  the  column.  This 
I  proposed  as  the  four  standards. 
The  shaft  of  the  columns  in  black, 
the  stem  and  leaves  of  'the  ivy  in 
white.  There  was  much  interest  in 
Gothic  architecture  at  this  time,  and 
I  proposed  an  ogival  canopy,  and, 
using  black  and  white  ostrich  plumes 
to  make  the  Gothic -finish  of  the  bal- 
ance, carried  out  in  black  broad- 
cloth  and   drapery  accessories  of  tas- 


sels, cords,  rosettes,  etc.  The  general 
effect  is  about  as  shown  in  the  hastily 
made    pencil   sketch. 

"We  had  no  electric  lights  in  those 
days,  but  we  had  gas,  and  a  corru- 
gated mercury  back  reflector  of  very 
considerable  power.  1  located  one  of 
these  under  the  ogival  roof  «  and 
formed  a  ceiling  of  black  broad- 
cloth  through  which  wore  cut  many 
stars,  the  openings  filled  With  trans- 
parent vellum  cloth.  The  light  was 
of  ample  volume  and  soft. 
Floral   decorations   helped 

"1  depended  much  on  the  floral 
decorations  to  help  out,  and  in  this 
I  was  not  disappointed,  for  the  ladies' 
committee  that  had  charge  of  the 
general  decorations,  aided  in  divert- 
ing attention  from  any  shortcomings 
my  design  may  have  contained. 

"I  have  at  this  time  the  printed 
pass  that  permitted  me  to  go  any- 
where.      It    reads: 

® ® 

"The   Press"  . 

Funeral      of      President    Lincoln 

in  (  Miicago, 

Monday   and   Tuesday,   May   1   and 
■1,    1SG5. 

Officers    on    guard    duty    will    pass 
the    bearer    anywhere. 

(Signed)  R.    M.    HOUGH, 

Chief  Marshal. 


"f  was  'on  duty'  at  the  time  the 
casket  was  brought  in  and  laid  upon 
the  chairs.  Tin.'  embalmer  who  had 
come  with  the  body  from  "Washing- 
ton, was  to  prepare  the  face  for  pub- 
lic view.  The  great  generals  of  the 
army  and  many  prominent  federal 
officials  were  in  the  rotunda,  and 
some  had  gathered  about  the  cata- 
falque. . 
Refused    to   Open   Ca -!<ct 

"The  embalmer  refuse  d  to  open 
I  ho  casket  until  they  had  all  retired. 
All  did  but  General  Ben  Butler,  and 
he  refused  to  move,  but  was  later 
persuaded  to  change  his  mind.  I 
was  left  undisturbed  and  saw  tie' 
face  of  Lincoln  before  the  art  of  the 
embalmer  was  applied  to  restore  the 
complexion  and  the  features.  It  was 
the  work  of  half  an  hour  when  the 
transformation    was    complete. 

"The  destructive  hand  of  death's 
decay  was  temporarily  arrested,  and 
Lincoln's  face  appeared  like  one  who 
bad  but  just  passed  away.  For  two 
long  days  and  late  into  the  nights 
a  steady  stream  of  people  passed  on 
each  side  to  view  the  fact  of  Lincoln. 
It  is  among  the  most  inter,  sting  and 
one  of  the  saddest  reminiscences  of 
my  life." 


designed  Catafalque  For 

State  Funeral  of  Lincoln 


c> 


-® 


Pen  sketch  drawn  by  Architect  Henry  Lord  Gay  for  the  IJnion  of 
the  Catafalque  as  he  remembers  it  upon  which  the  body  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  lay  in  stale  in  Chicago  before  the  final 
burial  ceremonies  and  which  Mr.  Gay  designed  at  short  notice 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2012  with  funding  from 

Friends  of  The  Lincoln  Collection  of  Indiana,  Inc. 


http://archive.org/details/assassinationofacatlinc 
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February  8,  1935, 


Lincoln  Lore, 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 


Gentlemen: 

The  accompanying  photograph  is   a 
picture  of  a  scarf  taken  from  President  Lincoln's 
catafalque.      It  has  been  in  the  possession  of  my 
family  since  around  1865.     I  wish  to  place  this 
valuable  memento  of  the  martyred  President  where 
it  will  be  most  appreciated.      If  you  are  interested, 
please  communicate  with  - 


Franklin  L.  Thatcher, 
16  Washington  Avenue, 
Jefferson  Fark, 
Alexandria,  Va. 


Incl. 


(original  in  safe) 
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February  21,  1935 


Mr.  franklin  L«  s hatcher 
16  Washington  Avemie 
Jefferson  fejflgj 
Alexandria,  Virginia 

Pear  Mr.  Thatcher: 

fe  have  received  your  letter  and  photograph 
concerning  the  scarf  taken  from  President  Lincoln*  s 
catafaloue.     Your  photograph  of  this  scarf  appears  vary 
interesting  and  t  as*  sure  you  have  always  valued  it 
very  highly*     I  have  noticed  la  your  letter  that  you 
wish  to  piece  this  valuable  moaeate  in  some  collection 
where  it  will  be  appreciated*     I  assure  you  that  we 
would  like  very  isaaeh  to  have  an  ittts  of  this  %TP«  *e 
place  in  our  collection. 

Please  let  us  hear  fro®  you  in  regard  to  the 
way  in  which  y-ju.  wish  to  dispose  of  this  Item. 

tours  very  truly, 


Librarian 

$Btt£B  Lincoln  Hatioaal  Life  foundation 

E. G.  McMurtry 


; 


Oa 


J^.)W.JQ 


fferdh    22,     19GS 


Up.  ffiifti1in  L.  ffratflNff 
16  Washington  Avezm® 

Alos-m-'Jri  atYirginia, 


De-a?  Up.  ftfcAdliaaPi 


f©  shall  Tw  g$ftd  t©  bear  from  you  ftart 

coneorsdap:  the  Lincoln  searf  wfaidh  yon  wtflftl  to 
discos©  of. 

Pleas©  toll  ue  the  amount  ydu  -jpo  ashing 
fo?  thio  itom. 


Tours  Very  %raly 


n.Gorild  Ustetry        I&oij  >t»iim 
Linooln  Rational  Id  fa  fowidatti$ft 


^u^-  ^  &&i 


Alex.  Va . 
April   1,    1935 

E .    G  e  ra  Id   M c Mu r t  r y , 
Fort  Wayne,    Ind. 

Desr  Sir: 

I  am  valuing  the  Lincoln  scarf  at  $300.   If 
you  are  still  interested  I  will  furnish  affi- 
davits as  to  the  history  of  it. 

Yours  respectfully, 


Franklin  L.  Thatcher, 
16  Washington  Avenue, 
Jefferson  Park, 
Alex.  Va. 


Daily  Mews,  Monday.  May  28,  1984 
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Catafalque  in  U.S.  Capitol 


http://showcase.netins.net/web/creative/lincoln/washington/cataralque.httr 


AbrahamLincolnOnline.org 


■FT  £mm              RW  1      I^B 

Catafalque 

Two  floors  below  the  Rotunda  you  can  see 
the  area  intended  as  George  and  Martha 
Washington's  tomb.  However,  they  were 
buried  at  their  plantation  on  the  Potomac 
River.  For  many  years  the  space  held 
President  Lincoln's  catafalque  --  the 
structure  on  which  his  coffin  rested  at  the 
Rotunda  in  1865.  The  catafalque  has  been 
moved  to  the  new  Capitol  Visitor  Center 
where  it  is  displayed  in  a  place  of  honor. 

Benjamin  French  designed  Lincoln's 
catafalque,  which  consisted  simply  of  pine 
boards  nailed  together  and  covered  with 
black  broadcloth.  Over  the  years  the  base 
and  platform  have  been  modified  to 
accommodate  the  remains  of  dignitaries 
who  lay  in  state  in  the  Rotunda  and  nearby 
locations.  The  fabric  has  been  replaced 
but  its  draping  follows  the  1865  style. 

<Click  on  picture  to  continue. 

| News  ||  ||  |  || 
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The  Catafalque 


http://www.aoc.gov/cc/capitoI/catafalque.cfr: 


ARCHITECT  OF  THE  CAPITOL 


ARCHiTECT 

•"'"■CAPITOL 


The  catafalque  was  hastily  constructed  in  1865  to 
support  the  casket  of  Abraham  Lincoln  while  the 
president's  body  lay  in  state  in  the  Rotunda.  The 
catafalque  has  since  been  used  for  all  those  who 
have  lain  in  state  in  the  Capitol  Rotunda,  as  listed 
below.  When  not  in  use,  the  catafalque  is  kept  in  a 
specially  constructed  display  area  in  the  Exhibition 
Hall  of  the  Capitol  Visitor  Center. 

No  law,  written  rule,  or  regulation  specifies  who  may 

lie  in  state;  use  of  the  Rotunda  is  controlled  by 

concurrent  action  of  the  House  and  Senate.  Any 

person  who  has  rendered  distinguished  service  to  the 

nation  may  lie  in  state  if  the  family  so  wishes  and 

Congress  approves.  In  the  case  of  unknown  soldiers,  the  president  or  the  appropriate  branch  of  the  armed 

forces  initiates  the  action. 

Senators  and  representatives  have  lain  in  state  on  the  catafalque  elsewhere  in  the  Capitol,  and  Chief 
Justice  Salmon  P.  Chase  was  placed  on  the  catafalque  in  the  Supreme  Court  Room  in  the  Capitol  on  May 
11,  1873.  The  catafalque  has  been  used  in  the  Supreme  Court  Building  for  the  lying  in  repose  of  former 
Chief  Justice  Earl  Warren  on  July  11-12,  1974;  former  Justice  Thurgood  Marshall,  January  27,  1993; 
former  Chief  Justice  Warren  Earl  Burger,  June  28,  1995;  former  Justice  William  J.  Brennan,  Jr.,  July  28, 
1997;  Justice  Harry  A.  Blackmun,  March  8,  1999;  and  Chief  Justice  William  Rehnquist,  September  6-7, 
2005.  It  was  also  used  in  the  Department  of  Commerce  building  on  April  9-10,  1996,  for  the  lying  in  state 
of  Secretary  of  Commerce  Ronald  H.  Brown. 

The  catafalque  is  a  simple  bier  of  rough  pine  boards  nailed  together  and  covered  with  black  cloth.  Although 
the  base  and  platform  have  occasionally  been  altered  to  accommodate  the  larger  size  of  modern  coffins 
and  for  the  ease  of  the  attending  military  personnel,  it  is  basically  the  same  today  as  it  was  in  Lincoln's 
time.  Presently  the  catafalque  measures  7  feet  1  inch  (216  cm)  long,  2  feet  6  inches  (76  cm)  wide,  and  2 
feet  (61  cm)  high.  The  attached  base  is  8  feet  10  inches  (269  cm)  long,  4  feet  3-1/2  inches  (131  cm)  wide, 
and  2  inches  (5  cm)  high.  The  platform  is  11  feet  1  inch  (338  cm)  long,  6  feet  (183  cm)  wide,  and  9-1/4 
inches  (23.5  cm)  high.  Although  the  cloth  covering  the  catafalque  has  been  replaced  several  times,  the 
style  of  the  drapery  is  similar  to  that  used  in  1865. 

A  list  of  those  who  have  lain  in  state  on  the  catafalque  in  the  Capitol  Rotunda  appears  below;  a  list  of  all 
persons  \A/ho  have  lain  in  state  or  in  honor  in  the  Rotunda  is  also  available. 


Name 

Abraham  Lincoln 

Thaddeus  Stevens 

Charles  Sumner 

Henry  Wilson 

James  Abram  Garfield 

John  Alexander  Logan 

William  McKinley,  Jr. 

Pierre  Charles  L'Enfant 
(re-interment) 

George  Dewey 

Unknown  Soldier  of  World  War  I 

Warren  Gamaliel  Harding 

William  Howard  Taft 

John  Joseph  Pershing 

Robert  Alphonso  Taft 

Unknown  Soldiers  of  World  War  II 
and  the  Korean  War 

John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy 

Douglas  MacArthur 


Lay  in  State 

April  19-21,  1865 
August  13-14,  1868 
March  13,  1874 
November  25-26,  1875 
September  21-23,  1881 
December  30-31,  1886 
September  17,  1901 
April  28,  1909 

January  20,  1917 
November  9-11,  1921 
August  8,  1923 
March  11,  1930 
July  18-19,  1948 
August  2-3,  1953 
May  28-30,  1958 

November  24-25,  1963 
April  8-9,  1964 
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The  Catafalque 
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Herbert  Clark  Hoover 
Dwight  David  Eisenhower 
Everett  McKinley  Dirksen 
J.  Edgar  Hoover 
Lyndon  Baines  Johnson 
Hubert  Horatio  Humphrey 
Unknown  Soldier  of  Vietnam  Era 
Claude  Denson  Pepper 
Ronald  Wilson  Reagan 
Gerald  R.  Ford,  Jr. 


October  23-25,  1964 

March  30-31,  1969 

September  9-10,  1969 

May  3-4,  1972 

January  24-25,  1973 

January  14-15,  1978 

May  25-28,  1984 

June  1-2,  1989 

June  9-11,  2004 

December  30,  2006-January  2,  2007 
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